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YUBA BASIN WATER RIGHTS
By Alan Lilly, November 12, 2009

Water Rights

-A Water Right Is Needed for Diversion and Beneficial Use of Most Surface Water

Riparian Rights

-Riparian Right Comes With Ownership of Riparian Parcel

-Limited To Direct Diversions (No Seasonal Storage) and Uses On Riparian Parcel

-All Riparian Rights Normally Have the Same Priority

Appropriative Rights

-Created by: 

(1) intent to apply the water to be appropriated to some beneficial use; 

(2) actual diversion of water from natural channel for the intended purpose;
and

(3) an application of water to beneficial use.

-Right Is Created, and Limited, By Rates Of Historical Diversion and Use.

-Pre-1914 Appropriative Rights:

(1) no permit from SWRCB required to perfect or maintain right;

(2) now often reported in statements of water diversion and use.

-Post-1914 Appropriative Rights:

(1) permit from SWRCB required to perfect right;

(2) after right is perfected, SWRCB issues a license, which supersedes the
permit and confirms the right.

-Priority Date Is Based On Date Of First Intent (for pre-1914 rights) or Application
Date (for post-1914 rights) 
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Figure 3.1-1.  Sub-basins of the Yuba River.  
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